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The Connotation and Cultural Significance of Life and Death of "

Ancestral Spirits " of "Zong"
Qian Yin
School of Humanities and Laws, Hebei University of Technology
Abstract: This paper explores the original meaning of the character "Zong" through its glyph,
suggesting that "Zong" refers to the dwelling or place where ancestral spirits reside. Extending
this viewpoint to human relationships, the clan is considered the community where ancestral
spirits reside, and the descendants of the clan are the individuals who inherit and carry on
ancestral spirits. As the inheritors and spokespersons of ancestral spirits, descendants of the clan
have the responsibility to serve and honor the ancestral spirits. Interpreting Shangshu Jinxi reveals
that in the consciousness of ancient people, descendants of the clan had the duty to serve the ailing
ancestral spirits in the form of death. There is also a certain order in serving ancestral spirits. The
interpersonal pattern arranged by Zhou people, driven by consideration of the placing ancestral
spirits, has been continuously demystified and ethicalized by later Confucian scholars, becoming a
guideline and feature of traditional Chinese society.

Keywords: Ancestral Spirits, clan system, ancestral temple, clan, descendant of the clan
{EEEr

BeE (1986~) , i, KEAN, Prliiatdid:, Wb TR N SCHER AR LA S
WRSH A Rt Fe Ly, PRI, WFFTTT I SCHRSE SRS il iRME: KRBT PG X 2RV

TE X EHE 52-602. HMEFSED: 300222. Email: gihonglou@163.com

L ANETE, 2023, (2) : 59-69. 69



	“宗”字的“魂神”内涵及其生死文化意义

